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Professors make international additions to their families 



Deonna Bouye 



Staff Writer 

O n Sept. 5 of this year, Jeffrey 
Myers, associate professor of 
history, and his wife officially 
adopted 1 -year-old Russian native 
Anya Olga Myers. When Myers and 
his wife discovered they could not 
have children, international adoption 
became an attractive option and the 
couple’s ultimate decision. 

“Both my wife and I enjoy explor- 
ing foreign cultures, so we were 
interested in international adoption 
immediately from a cultural point of 
view,” Myers said. 

Myers and his wife are very inter- 
ested in Russia and its culture. 

“I’ve taught Russian history for 
some time, both here at Avila and 
elsewhere. My wife is well read in 
Russian literature. We intend to keep 
Russian culture alive for Anya,” 
Myers said. 

The Myers used Children’s Hope 
International adoption agency to 
make their adoption of Anya a reality. 
According to Myers, the process of 
adopting Anya was one of the quick- 
est in the agency’s history, lasting 
only six months. 

“The process is physically and 
mentally rigorous,” Myers said, “In 
Russia, appointments could be on, 
then off in a matter of seconds. We 
were questioned on a number of 
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Courtesy of Jeffrey Myers 



Jeffrey Myers holds his newly adopted international daughter. 



occasions [and] we don’t begrudge 
the Russian officials for grilling us, 
they should. It was the right thing for 

Anya that they did so. Overall, Anya 
is worth every second of it.” 

Stephen Daggett, associate profes- 
sor of biology, and his wife also 
chose international adoption as a way 
to make a new addition to their fami- 
ly- 

“We brought our daughter 
Elizabeth home from China in May 
2002. From start to finish, the process 



took about 18 months,” Daggett said. 
“My wife and I are both professors in 
the biological sciences. Many of our 
colleagues are from China and these 
interactions did contribute to our 
decision to adopt from there.” 
International adoption has many 
benefits, but along with that comes 
the negative aspect of racism. Both 
professors considered the existence of 
racism in America when adopting. 

“We did experience a racial inci- 
dent,” Daggett said. “A woman came 



up to me and asked me whether the 
American children weren’t good 
enough for us. I told her they were 
great, but our laws need some tinker- 
ing and I just walked away.” 

“Most adoptive families know a 
story of an American saying some- 
thing hateful in front of their adopted 
child. It is a disgrace to our nation that 
such things still happen,” Myers said. 

Although racism exists for these 
families, Myers and Daggett are quick 
to relate how adoption has changed 
their lives. 

“You have the opportunity to share 
your life, love and knowledge with 
someone who is growing and learning 
at a phenomenal rate,” Daggett said. 

“Every morning with Anya is like 
Christmas morning; my wife Suzanne 
and I cannot wait for Anya to wake 
and begin another day sharing her life 
with us,” Myers said. 

At this time, Myers is not planning to 
make any more additions to his fami- 
ly- 

“We want to focus on Anya,” Myers 
said. 

Daggett hinted at the possibility of 
more additions to the family. 

“Stay tuned,” Daggett said. 



Growth in Radiological Science causes concerns among students 



Jake Sanders 



News Editor 

T he Radiological Science 

department is growing so fast 
that students are concerned a 
place in its clinical program may not 
be available to them. This concern is 
the result of a letter released by the 
department stating that due to limited 
space, some eligible students may not 
make the cut. 

“The students who began here as 
freshmen and who are ready to start 
taking their RT [radiological technol- 
ogy] classes are automatically in the 
major if they have completed their 
prerequisite courses with a C or bet- 
ter and have a minimum GPA of 2.5,” 
Carole Hillestad, program director of 
radiological science, said. 

Transfer students are not given the 
same guarantee of a place in the pro- 
gram as students who begin their 
career at Avila. 



“The transfer population fluctuates 
and of course there is always the 
issue of maintaining the 2.5 GPA and 
completion of those prerequisite 
courses,” Hillestad said. “That is why 
the number [of eligible students] is 
not known exactly ahead of time due 
to the fall semester when people will 
finish up their pre-requirements. At 
that point, the files are reviewed to 
insure that all the eligibility require- 
ments have been met.” 

This growth of the Avila radiolo- 
gy program has been attributed to the 
number of jobs available in the health 
care market as well as the recruiting 
efforts of the department faculty. 

“There are many exciting opportu- 
nities in this field for growth, 
advancement and good salaries, too,” 
Hillestad said. “Some people don't 
realize just how diverse it is and what 
a great career path it can be” 
Currently there are 30 spots avail- 



able in the program, with the depart- 
ment working to add more opportuni- 
ties in the near future. 

“There are several untapped facili- 
ties in town that are interested in the 
quality of students that we have in 
our major at Avila,” Hillestad said. 

Students had mixed reactions to the 
letter released by the radiological sci- 
ence department, which most 
received the weekend of Oct. 10. 

“[I transferred to Avila] so I would 
have contact with the hospitals that 
I’m interested in; it could take me 
longer to graduate now,” Misty 
McCafferty said. “I’m upset because 
I specifically asked her [Hillestad] if 
this situation were a possibility and 
she told me no, and that I had basi- 
cally made it in.” 

“Before I get irate I want to know the 
numbers,” Kelley Towler said. “If 
there are 40 people [eligible] and 24 
spots, then I’ll be upset.” 



Hillestad and the faculty of the radi- 
ological science department have until 
now tried to deal with student con- 
cerns over the limited amount of space 
in the program on a one-on-one basis. 

“My advice to the students is to con- 
tinue working hard and maintaining 
their career goals,” Hillestad said. 
“Let us continue to work on gaining 
more clinical opportunities. We are 
definitely in a state of growth and are 
working very hard to accommodate 
eligible students.” 

Students attempting to make it into 
the Radiological Science program 
won’t find out if they have made it 
until closer to the end of the semester. 

“[If I had thought there was a possi- 
bility of not getting in the program] I 
would have stayed where I was 
instead of transferring here,” 
McCafferty said 
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Alumni awarded at homecoming 



Avila 

411 



Josh Nolen 



Staff Writer 



graduated in 1995 from Avila and 
holds a bachelor’s in political science 
from Avila and a law degree from 
UMKC. He is currently an associate 
with Stinson Morrison Hecker, LLP 
where he is a specialist in Sports Law 
and represents professional basketball 
and football players. Feagans is the 
vice-president of the Avila Alumni 
Board and also serves on the Board 
of Counselors, Steer Dinner 
Committee, and the Athletic Alumni 
League. Feagans graduated as a varsi- 
ty letlerman and the captain of the 
basketball team his senior year. 

“I am very thrilled. The award was 
unexpected,” Feagans. said. 

Each nominee's peers nominated 
him or her for an award. The Alumni 
Board received 40 nominations then 
voted on which alumni would win 
each award. After the board voted, 

1 3 alumni received awards. 

“It was very hard to pick the win- 
ners. There were many worthy people 
that deserved the awards,” Serena 
Aernie, director of alumni and donor 
relations, said. “To be honored by 
your alma mater is a big deal.” 



Thirteen alumni were given awards 
for their achievements and contribu- 
tions to Avila at a ceremony held in 
the Whitfield Centre on Saturday, 

Oct. 4. The alumni were nominated 
by their peers and were chosen by the 
alumni board. 

“The alumni are taking the school 
values to a new level. They are living 
what they learned,” President Tom 
Gordon said. “Their work is very 
appreciated.” 

Ginny Arnold was the recipient of 
the Honorary Alumna award. Arnold 
holds a bachelor’s of fine arts from 
Wichita State University and never 
graduated from Avila. Arnold came 
to Avila in 1 990 as a graphic designer 
and helped win many awards for the 
communication department. Arnold 
continues spending much of her time 
at Avila contributing to the Steer 
Dinner Committee. She has served as 
a board member for three years and 
volunteered at the dinner for more 
than 10 years. 

“I am very honored to win this 
award,” Arnold said. 

Derek Feagans was another one of 
the many award winners. Feagans 
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Outstanding Alumnus: 

)erek Feagans ’95, Political Science 
Honorary Alumna: 

Gininy Arnold, GA Studio 
Alumni Achievement Award: 
Laurclle O’Leary, ‘38 
Catherine Aylward Hayes, ’38 
Alumni Award in Psychology: 
Linda Waxes, ’83 
Graduate Alurnni Award 
in Business: 

Mary Theobald. ‘94BA, '00 MBA 
Alumni Award in Business: 
Amy Cline. '97 MBA 
Alumni Award in Education: 

Lynne Beaclmer, '75 

Alumni Award in Nursing: 
Martha S taker. ’66 

Alumni Award in 
Political Science: 

Derek Morehead, ’92 

Recent Alumni Award: 

Sarah Berkbigler, ’99, Social Work 
Lifetime Board Member Award: 
Greg Laver. ’85. Political Science. 



There will be an intramural 
Billiards (Pool) Tourney 
beginning Wednesday, Nov. 5 
and ending on Nov. 19 in 
the Eagles Nest. Games will 
begin at 8:40 p.m. the 
sign-up deadline is Nov. 3. 



The City Union Mission 
needs volunteers for the Annual 
Stuff- A-Truck event at 
local Hy-Vee stores Nov. 14-17. 
More than 200 volunteers are 
needed. Interested parties may 
call Carla Cosgrove al 
329-1487 



Avila University has made 
public its annual security compli 
ance document, located at 
http://www.avila.edu/info/ 
security/index.htm. 

This information can also be 
obtained at the Student Affairs 
office or can be requested by 
mail by calling 501-3627. 
The web site contains various 
information and statistics 
regarding security at Avila. 



Various volunteer opportunities 
are available through the 
Volunteer Centers of Metro KC. 
Opportunities include the “Young 
Readers Program,” mentoring, 
and tutoring. Interested parties 
may call 472-4865 



Copy cards are now available in 
various denominations at the 
Hooley-Bundschu Library. 



The annual phon-a-thon was 
successful this year, raising 
$20,000 for student scholarships 
The Schutte Foundation will 
double this amount. 



Sister Marie Joan Harris, CSJ, 
was selected by the Council 
of Independent Colleges to 
receive the 2003 Chief Academic 
Officer Award. She received 
this award for her contributions 
to her colleagues at private 
colleges and universities. 



./. Sanders 



Avila students show their spirit at the Avila vs. Baker homecoming 
football game on Oct. 4, 2003. The Eagle’s lost 20-13. 



The athletic department recently 
awarded the Dr. Fred Geer 
Academic Cup for 2002-2003. 
Team winners were the men’s 
and women’s soccer teams. 

Individual winners were 
Brandon Allen of the football 
team and Lindsay Todd of 
the women’s soccer team. 
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Crossword Companion 




Across 


Down 


1. Finis 


1 . Trees 


4. Angry groups 


2. Tied 


8. Olla 


3. Leave 


12. Sheltered from the wind 


4. Finished 


13. Assist 


5. Japanese sash 


14. Great lake 


6. Rouse 


15. Atlas 


7. Leather strip 


16. Avoid 


8. Readable 


18. Area 


9. Age 


20. Cab 


10. Aria 


21. Smallest state (abbr.) 


1 1 . Gave supper 


22. Small amount 


17. Once was (suffix) 


23. Rye husk 


19. Curie (abbr.) 


27. Negative word 


22. Seated 


29. Even 


24. Sungod 


30. Make happy 


25. Constellation 


31. Either 


26. Bird’s home 


32. Drink slowly 


27. Message 


33. Golfing implement 


28. By mouth 


34. Einsteinium symbol 


29. Pot 


35. Claw 


30. Ever (poetic) 


37. Tavern 


32. Shaped line a cone 


38. Pismire 


33. Wrap 


39. Dash 


36. Southern state (abbr.) 


40. Drain strength 


37. Yellow fruit 


41. 200 (Roman) 


38. Moving 


42. Formally Persia 


40. Mixed vegatables 


44. Inn 


41 . Mountain state (abbr.) 


47. Injection protection 


43. Ruthenium symbol 


51. A Gershwin 


44. Hand out 


52. Molten Rock 


45. Great lake 


53. Tennis necessity 


46. Placed 


54. Seven (Roman) 


47. Instrument Landing 


55. Stamp 


System (abbr.) 


56. Denmark native 


48. No (Scottish) 


57. Even (poetic) 


49. Eggs 

50. Number 
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D S D L V B 
D N U D J L 
Z R C X K A 
U C D S S S 
I M Z V E C 
B W R A E O 
J A G F E W 
X L B S R S 
E A C M G R 
Q A P S E M 
T Y K P D O 
W L X L L C 
H L G U T E 
N E Y I B N 
F I P R E W 
I R U T Q C 
H O E N E Y 
Y P Q Z H F 
S X Q U Y Q 

0 B Z G Y T 
U B B Z A Q 

1 T O A F S 
X N O I V C 
X X I L Z Y 
U Y D P I K 
G A H X A A 
H X P W N Z 
R J 0 Y Y Q 
S S F B Q L 
E E N C Q O 



C R T G D Z 

V X V I A P 
M W Q I H W 
K O U R G H 
T Q I S S C 
A R Y A V E 
G C R W E 0 
Q L L R Z K 
U I M Z B E 
I D 0 P Z H 
Z B O A G K 
B D W I T C 

0 E L P R U 
T B V G D N 
F S W I B N 

V V N E A S 
N S S G B Z 
D A S N Z S 
U H R Z R X 

1 C J F 0 V 
I T V Z M D 
Z S Z B F P 
F N R E T N 
T X V E G R 
W K H X V F 

V C T D W I 
P K Y S Y I 
U E O C W D 
O Z F I X F 
Q R S K H P 



T Y T M P M 
E H Q I F H 
L P W W R R 
E D F H J N 
D A R F X E 
N Y P J S X 
O G N I N R 
R T O O N 0 
A N C Y M J 
C I U I Z G 
H W B S P L 
H H I T W Q 
P M D J Y Y 
O W M U X Y 
L P U M P K 
G B H S E V 
B K D L 0 G 
H W T J B F 
K Q A K Q U 
R N S A L L 
F R A Z M S 
H C 0 P I B 
A L 0 K C A 
U K W Y F W 
W U E X S N 
B W W R S G 
N T D T N H 
O U E R P S 
B I 0 I W P 
N S M E Q 0 
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Angus 


Essay 


NoisesOff 


Apple 


Fountain 


Orielly 


Blasco 


France 


PHD 


Carondelet 


Frankenstein 


Pumpkin 


Catholic 


Ghost 


Purple 


Class 


Gold 


Quiz 


Clown 


Halloween 


Simon 


Cobwebs 


Jackolantern 


Spider 


Dallavis 


KCMO 


Talon 


Degree 


Learning 


University 


Dominic 


MBA 


Witch 


Eagles 


NAIA 


Wornall 
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The volleyball team is preparing for the next season 



Nicole Sowders 



Staff Writer 



“We are having a hard time. We 
can’t find our mental side of the 
game. We start a game winning, but 
can’t finish winning,” junior outside 
hitter Jessica Feibrich said. 

“This season has had its ups and 
downs, but I think next year will be 
different. The freshmen are doing 
good and are adjusting to college 
play,” junior outside hitter Casey 
Carson said. 

Carson said she is not sure the team 
will qualify for the post-season tour- 
nament but hopes to end the season 
on a good note and get through the 
season with wins focusing on the 
next season. 

“Though the record doesn’t show 
it, we have good teamwork and great 
athleticism,” Ferrera said. 



Avila University’s volleyball team 
will finish its season with a less than 
.500 record, but has high hopes for 
the future. Nine freshmen, three 
sophomores, six juniors, and two sen- 
iors make up the university’s team. 

“This is a building season for the 
future, but overall a very high quality 
team,” senior defensive specialist 
Toni Ferrara said. 

The volleyball team has three 
coaches: head coach Brett Talcott, 
assistant coach Jeff Morgan, and 
assistant Scott Dowis. 

“Our new assistant coach Scott 
Dowis is a great asset to the team. 
The more coaches the team has, the 
better feedback we get, and can build 
on,” Ferrara said. 

The team has struggled through 
much adversity this year. 



M. Clianmnt 



The women’s volleyball team is hard at practice. The 
team hopes for more success next season. 



Cheerleaders long 
season demands team unity 



We also do more tumbling and we 
can be more competitive,” sophomore 
Dacia Whalon said. 

Every team member has to know 
exactly what she is doing. 

“Team work has to be at the ulti- 
mate level. If one person doesn’t do 
their job, someone will get hurt,” 

Sack said 

Whalon attests to this as well. “We 
have to believe in each other and 
work together as a team to complete 
our routines safely,” Whalon said. 

Along with 
hard work, the 

Camp where 
the Avila cheer- 

^ coming football 
B. Rechtien 

The cheerleaders perform a routine f 

with the children from the Cheer * 1S un 

Camp for the Avila fans. teach the kids 

and get them 
interested so the cheerleading sport 
will grow. We become role models 
for the kids,” Montes said. 

Due to the kids cheer camp along 
with a long season, the cheerleading 
squad grows close. 

“We are like sisters, all of us,” 
Whalon said. 



Jessica Collins 



Avila University’s cheerleading 
team works year-round to support 
Eagle athletics while maintaining 
team unity and reaching out to the 
community. 

Unlike most sports at Avila, the 
cheerleading season lasts nine 
months. 

According to head cheerleading 
coach Jason Sack, the season begins 
on June 1 and 
later in the 
summer they 
attend a team 
camp for one 
week. Cheering 
for the football 
team is a priori- 
ty in the fall, 
followed by 
preparation for 
cheerleading 
nationals and 
basketball sea- 
son cheering. 

“It is impera- 
tive that every- 
one stays 
healthy 
throughout the 
long season. 

We are very 
team oriented 
and our stunts 
cannot be done 
with missing people,” junior co-cap- 
tain Heather Montes said. 

Over the past three years the squad 
has grown from six members to 29 
members. 

“Having a larger squad allows us to 
do more than one pyramid at a time. 



B. Rechlein 



The dance team performs a practice routine on the Avila campus 
They have and will continue to compete against some 
of the best Division II schools in the country. 



CHING CHING 

CHINESE RESTAURANT 



Grand 

Opening! 



DINE-IN • CARRY OUT • CATERING 



Ching Ching Restaurant in Martin City announces its 
grand opening. We would like to welcome Avila University’s 
students and faculty to come in and try our unique cuisine. 



500 E. 135th Street 
Martin City, Mo 64145 



Free Delivery. Coupons for dine-in and delivery. 
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The Ross Write-up 



Coaches Corner 



into what looks like a consistent win- 
ner. He has publicly expressed how 
he cares about his players more than 
game results. 

Tony Pena took two years to build 
the Royals into a winning team. Pena 
also has publicly stressed his concern 
for the development of his players 
and team rather than winning. 

Although the women's volleyball 
team is not in the pros, a common 
thread exists for some coaches who 
stress developing programs and con- 
cern for their players over winning. 
They become winners but not right 
off the bat. 

Talcott may not have his team on 
track for success in one or two years. 
The team is well under .500 currently 
and might continue to lose for years 
to come. But at least Talcott has a 
plan to develop a program. His 
respect and concern for his players 
does not mirror that of a coach 
whose team is in shambles. 

Junior defensive specialist Janelle 
Schuler said this team will be much 
better next year. 

"We have girls playing well right 
now who will help this team get bet- 
ter. Right-side hitter Beth Laughery, 
outside hitter Casey Carson, and set- 
ter Katy Mulligan look really good. 
Middle hitters Courtney Schenewerk 
and Sara Clark also look good." 

Let's hope three is the magic num- 
ber for Talcott. Next year is his third 
year with this team. Talcott said at 
the beginning of this season that his 
players exhibit more experience and 
better leadership this year than last. 
Maybe next year will be the breakout 
year for the women's volleyball team. 



"Right now we have a very young team still 
getting introduced to the college level. 
Everyone has come together nicely and we 
expect to do magical things by the end of 
the year." 



Women's Soccer Coach 
Paul McNally 



Sports Editor 



The women's volleyball team's suc- 
cess may come next year. Only due 
to paranormal occurrences could an 
NAIA sports team win every game 
every year. Some teams simply have 
to lose. 

For 2002 and so far in 2003, the 
Avila women's volleyball team has 
suffered far more losses than wins. 

The good news for this team might 
be that they are in the second year of 
a developing program under head 
coach Brett Talcott. 

"1 want to develop this program 
into a strong one," Talcott said. 

Talcott said he cares a lot about his 
players and his program. 

"1 care about my kids and what 
they learn more than winning," he 
said. 

Sometimes when a coach takes over 
a new program, as Talcott did for 
Avila in 2002, success will not tran- 
spire in the first or second year. This 
is especially true many times for 
coaches who stress player concern 
and team development more than 
winning. 

Look at Kansas City's two profes- 
sional sports teams. Dick Vermeil 
took three years to build the Chiefs 



" "Things are going well. We have had sever- 

a ' P ract ’ ces so f ar and I am really pleased 
,„,J with their effort. Our team is developing 

some chemistry. Our offense is as good or 
•f better than last year and our defense will be 

- better. We are hosting the Dixon's Famous 
/ Chili at Avila on Nov. 7-8. It is the 

^ V ' KCAC/Hack Challenge and it is at 5:30 and 

Men’s Basketball Coach 7.30 both nights." 

Nick Totta 



"We get better every day. Our freshmen 
kept adjusting to this level and came along 
very well."’ 



Men's Soccer Coach 
Pat Phillips 



M. Charmant 



The men’s soccer team fights for possession of the ball. It competed 
this season with most of the players as feshmen. 





FIVE-GAME SCHEDULE 






Football 2003 




Date 


Opponent 


Location 


Time 


Oct. 25 


Benedictine 


Atchison, Kan. 


2 p.m. 


Nov. 1 


Graceland 


Avila 


1:30 p.m. 


Nov. 8 


William Jewell 


Liberty, Mo. 


1:30 p.m. 


Nov. 15 


Evangel 


Avila 


7:30 p.m. 


Home games played ai Rockhurst High School 








Women's Soccer 2003 




Date 


Opponent 


Location 


Time 


Oct. 30 


William Woods 


Avila 


3 p.m. 




Women's Volleyball 2003 




Date 


Opponent 


Location 


Time 


Oct. 24 


Ottawa 


Avila 


7 p.m. 


Oct. 28 


Central Methodist 


Fayette, Mo. 


5:30 p.m. 


Oct. 31 -Nov. 


JV HAAC Championships 


TBD 


TBD 


Nov. 4 


Evangel 


Avila 


5:30 p.m. 




Women's Basketball 2003 




Date 


Opponent 


Location 


Time 


Nov. 7 


Benedictine Classic 


Atchison, Kan. 


5 p.m. 


Nov. 8 


Benedictine Classic 


Atchison, Kan. 


noon 


Nov. 11 


Park 


Parkvillc, Mo. 


5:30 p.m. 


Nov. 13 


Haskell 


Lawrence, Kan. 


7 p.m. 


Nov. 21 


NW MO State Classic 


Maryville, Mo. 


1 p.m. 




Men's Basketball 2003 




Date 


Opponent 


Location 


Time 


Nov. 7 


Saint Mary 


Avila 


7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 8 


Ottawa 


Ottawa, Kan. 


7:30 p.m. 


Nov. 14 


Williams Baptist 


Springfield, Mo. 


6 p.m. 


Nov. 15 


CBC or BBC 


Springfield, Mo. 


6 p.m. 


Nov. 20 


Columbia College 


Avila 


7:30 p.m. 



. 4 '- *** 
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Survivors ’ 



Jennifer Coates 

Staff Writer 

r-y^wenty-one years ago this 
I month Orrell Kurlandski, 

JL human resources coordinator 
for Avila, was faced with her own 
mortality. She was diagnosed with 
breast cancer. 

“I lost some friends,” Kurlandski 
said. “Being diagnosed back then, 
people thought that you were going 
to die... it made several people ques- 
tion their own mortality, and it was 
hard for them.” 

After finding a lump, Kurlandski 
saw her ob/gyn and was then sent to a 
surgeon who assured her nothing was 
wrong. An outpatient biopsy was 
then completed on a Thursday, she 
was hospitalized for more tests that 
following Sunday. That same week a 
modified radical mastectomy with 
lymph node removal was performed. 

According to the American Cancer 
Society, 95 percent of women that are 
diagnosed with breast cancer have no 
family history of the disease. 
Kurlandski had no prior history of the 
disease in her family, and at the time 
of diagnosis she was 32 years old. 

She was diagnosed at stage three can- 
cer, with a 50 percent chance of sur- 
vival. 

“When I was first diagnosed, I did 
not feel I had a choice, I felt I had to 
go through the treatment or I would 
be letting my family down,” 
Kurlandski said. 

Treatment 

After her surgery, Kurlandski 
underwent chemotherapy treatment 
that lasted an entire year. 

“As a single person, 1 worked full 
time and went in for treatments on 
Friday afternoons,” Kurlandski said. 
“After chemotherapy, 1 would usually 
throw up for about three days.” 
Enduring treatments, and days of 
nausea, Kurlanski found assistance. 

“Six months into chemotherapy 
treatment, I became part of a test 
group for an anti-nausea drug. Once 
I started with the new drug, my nau- 
sea would only last about 24 hours,” 
Kurlandski said. 

Kurlandski also underwent radia- 
tion treatment. 

“Radiation treatment was all new 
back then. It basically made me very 
tired. I had trouble swallowing about 
half way through the radiation treat- 
ments and I had to take special drugs 




do the " 
Breast Self-Exam? 



hen 



to do 

Breast Self-Exam 



How 

to do 

Breast Self-Exam 



There arc many good reasons for doing a breast self-exam each month. One reason is that It is easy to do 
and the more you do it, the better you will get at It. When you get to know how your breasts normally 
feel, you will quickly be able to feci any change, and early detection is the key to successful treatment. 

Remember: A breast self-exam could save your breast-ond save your life. Most breast lumps are found 
by women themselves, but In fact, most lumps In the breast are not cancer. Be safe, he sure, 



The best time to do breast self-exam is right after your period, when breasts are not tender or swollen. 
If you do not have regular periods or sometimes skip a month, do it on the same day every month. 



1 . Lie down and put a pillow under your right Yid&lj 

shoulder. Place your right arm behind your head. W 

2. llse the finger pads of your three middle — - 

Qngcrs on your left hand to fed for lumps Jj-JUl j 

or dilckcning in your right breast. Your ^ J ^ V 

finger pads arc the top third of each finger. 'Q ' J , 

3- Press firmly enough to know how your * * ^ 

breast feds. If you're not sure how hard to press, ask 

your health care provider. Or try to copy (lie way your health care provider uses the linger pads during 
u breast exam. Learn what your breast feds like most of the time. A firm ridge in the lower curve of 
each breast Is normal. 

4. Move around the breast in a set way. You can choose dtlter the circle (A), the up and down (B), 
or the wedge (C). Do It the same way every lime. It will help you to make sure that you’ve gone over 
the entire breast area, and to remember how your breasl feds. 

5. Now examine your left breast using right hand *$t*I Agra 

finger pads. *'~ar nfl-Sr 

, ABC 

o. Repeat the examination of both breasts while standing, with one arm behind your head. The 
upright position makes It easier to check the upper and outer part of tho breasts (toward your 
armpit) . You may want to do the standing part of the ILSl! mi wu« » »■ ■ " 1 « ■ ■■■ u... ■». 

wlille you are In die shower, Some breast changes can be v 

felt more easily when your skin Is wet and soapy. Iffl ^ ' •, j 

For added safety, you can also check your breasts for Hi 
any dimpling of the skin, changes in the nipple, redness, |||» < 

or swelling while standing in front of u mirror right after ml V J ^ j 

If you find any changes, sec your doctor right away. 



so that I could eat and drink,” 
Kurlandski said. “1 also have a 
scarred lung from the treatment.” 

21 years later 

“I never doubted that 1 wasn’t 
going to make it,” Kurlandski said. 

Noting the importance of support 
from family and friends, Kurlandski 
said, “You have to have God in your 
life and have a positive attitude, oth- 
erwise you won’t make it.” 

Reflecting on her 21 years as a can- 
cer survivor. Kurlandski finds she 
enjoys many things. 

“Unlike many people, Kurlanski 
said, “I look forward to my birthday 
every year. Some people really dread 
it... I love it.” 



“I was also fortunate enough after 
cancer to have a child. I have truly 
appreciated that blessing.” 
Kurlandski said. 

In the meantime, Kurlandski con- 
tinues with monthly self-breast 
exams and annual mammograms. 
Every seven years, she has a bone 
scan, checking bone density for 
osteoporosis. 

Kurlandski advised that breast 
cancer affects not just older women, 
but anyone, including men. Through 
her volunteer work with the 
American Cancer Society over the 
last 17 1/2 years, she has worked 
with breast cancer patients as young 
as 24 years old. 



“1 have even learned of a 17-year- 
old that had breast cancer,” 
Kurlandski said. 

When asked about fears of any 
reoccurrence, Kurlandski says, “I 
had a scare a few years back that 
turned out to be nothing, but I don’t 
worry about it. I am sure that 1 will 
see a cure for breast cancer in my 
lifetime.” 

Kurlandski currently works with 
the American Cancer Society visiting 
with people undergoing breast cancer 
treatment, via phone or in person. 

She also works as a trainer for other 
volunteers. She has also participated 
in the Relay for Life through her 
son’s high school. 
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“I went to St. Louis to Barnes 
Jewish Hospital for five weeks. I was 
there in isolation for the stem cell 
treatment,” Whisler said. 

Her stem cell therapy consisted of 
five straight days of high dose 
chemotherapy, which destroys all 
cells, including healthy cells. Then 24 
hours after treatment, her own stem 
cells were given back to her in the 
form of a blood transfusion. All of 
this took place in isolation, due to the 
high risk of infection, and very low 
white blood counts. 

“1 had several transfusions of 
platelets and blood, to get my counts 
back up,” Whisler said. “I was very, 
very sick.” 

Throughout the treatment her 
physician and family were optimistic. 
“My oncologist was very optimistic 
from the beginning but was also very 
aggressive with treatment,” Whisler 
said. “Since the cancer was found in 
my lymph nodes, the stem cell treat- 
ment was done to prevent any other 
occurrences.” 

Treatments revisited 

In January 2003, an unexpected 
bout with the flu sent Whisler to her 
doctor. 

“I had the flu and was really sick. 
Every time I would cough, 1 had pain 
in my chest,” Whisler said. 

A CAT scan and bone scan were 
ordered, a biopsy was done, and can- 
cer was found, this time in her ster- 
num. 

“I had an additional 30 treatments 
of radiation,” Whisler said. “But now, 
as of my scans in June, it is back in 
remission, knock on wood.” 

Su pport systems 

Throughout her ordeal, Whisler 
speaks of the importance of support 



systems. 

“I had support from Avila, my 
friends, family and church.” Whisler 
said. 

Whisler said that when her hair first 
started to fall out, her family had a 
hair party and her dad shaved her 
head. 

“Positive attitude and faith play a 
big role. I had bouts of depression, 
and at times would sit in the bath- 
room and cry, but then I would think 
of my kids, and look into the mirror 
and say, ‘I can do this.’ I took the 
step to be positive and believe in my 
faith that things happen for a reason, 
and you gain from the hurdles you 
overcome,” Whisler said. 

According to the National Cancer 
Institute, diagnosed cases of breast 
cancer are on the rise, however, the 
rate of fatality is decreasing. The 
institute attributes the decrease to 
early detection by mammograms and 
the use of self-breast exams. 

“It is very important to be aware of 
your body as 1 0 percent of breast 
cancers are not detected on a mam- 
mogram,” Whisler said. 

Despite her experiences, she 
remains positive. 

“I find working in the health care 
field is a path God has given me to 
help others, and to help people be 
more aware,” Whisler said. 

Whisler is currently involved in 
two breast cancer support groups in 
the Northland, in conjunction with 
the American Cancer Society and is 
currently President Elect of the 
Missouri Radiological Technologist 
Society. She participates annually in 
the Relay for Life. 



Jennifer Coates 

Staff Writer 



O ne out of every eight 

American women will devel- 
op breast cancer sometime 
during her lifetime, according to the 
American Cancer Society. For cancer 
survivor Stephanie Whisler, assistant 
professor of radiological sciences, 
this statistic is all too real. Whisler 
was diagnosed with inflammatory 
breast cancer in June of 2000. 
Inflammatory breast cancer is a very 
rare and aggressive form of the dis- 
ease that affects only 1 percent of 
those diagnosed. 

“Inflammatory breast cancer is not 
found on a mammogram, as it is 
more of an infection of the breast 
rather than a tumor, and is often mis- 
diagnosed as mastitis,” Whisler said. 
“I first noticed a change in my left 
breast. It became larger and felt dif- 
ferent.” 

Automatically diagnosed at stage 
four, due to the cancer’s rapid ability 
to metastasize or spread, a biopsy 
was done, and treatment began imme- 
diately. 

“I had a biopsy on Monday and my 
treatment began on that Friday,” 
Whisler said. 

Treatment 

Enduring chemotherapy in conjunc- 
tion with radiation treatments, 

Whisler was treated from June until 
December 2000. In January 2001, 
Whisler had a mastectomy of her left 
breast, but her treatment was long 
from over. Cancer was found addi- 
tionally in lymph nodes on her left 
side. Her oncologist then advised 
stem cell therapy due to the aggres- 
siveness of her type of cancer. 



Orrell kurlandski 



B. Rechtwn 



Stephanie Whisler 



B. Rechtien 



The Facts: 
Breast Cancer 
and Young 
Women 

Despite the prevailing opinion 
that young women do not get 
breast cancer, the reality is that 
they can and do. In fact, one in 
every 258 women between the 
ages of 30 and 40 will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
within the next 10 years. 

Following are some additional 
facts about breast cancer 
in young women: 

Breast cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer death in 
young women ages 15-40. 

Approximately 11,000 women 
under the age of 40 will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
this year, and close to 
1,300 will die. 

Nearly 250,000 women 
in the United States under the age 
of 40 currently live with breast 
cancer. Young women’s cancers 
are generally more aggressive and 
result in lower survival rates. 

When breast cancer is caught in 
its earliest stages, the five-year 
survival rate for young women 
with breast cancer is 82 percent. 

Young women are virtually 
excluded from breast cancer 
studies; most are conducted on 
women over the age of 45. 

Information from the Young 
Survival Coalition web site 
www.youngsurvival.org 

If you are a female 20-39 years 
old, the American Cancer Society 
recommends that you have a 
breast exam by your doctor or 
health care provider ever)' three 
years. Examine your breasts 
monthly. Information courtesy 
of Carol Frevert, 

Avila Health Services 
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Giving back to Avila 
has its rewards 



Jennifer Sexton 



Features Editor 

H is work in the Avila commu- 
nity has earned him the 
Outstanding Alumnus Award 
at the 2003 Alumni Awards and 
Recognition Ceremony. The award is 
given to an individual who supports 
Avila in an extraordinary manner. 

Talk with anyone from the 
Advancement Office and they will 
tell you, “Derek Feagans is an excep- 
tional person." Serena Aernie, direc- 
tor of alumni and donor relations, 
said this repeatedly when asked about 
Feagans. 

“Me constantly goes above and 
beyond what we expect from alum- 
ni,” Aernie said. 

Coming from Willow Springs, 

Mo, Derek Feagans had dreams of 
being a lawyer since he was a fresh- 
man in high school. Now, he is mak- 
ing that dream a reality. 

Choosing to attend Avila after 
graduating from Willow Springs High 
School, where he played basketball, 
was a choice that made a difference. 

“Knowing I wasn’t going to the 
NBA made my discussion for college 
based on education. Avila’s political 
science department is very strong and 
has a great reputation,” Feagans said. 

He played shooting guard for the 
Eagles while he attended Avila. 
Feagans and two fellow teammates 
co-founded Avila’s division of the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
(FCA). He was also involved with the 
mock trials and pre-law clubs. 

“The relationships with friends 
and teammates are the reason I 
enjoyed Avila so much while I was 
here. It has a family atmosphere. It 
inspires and challenges,” Feagans 
said. 

He graduated from Avila in 1 995 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science. Looking back on his lime at 
Avila, he stated that Avila not only 
helped him educationally but also 
molded who he is today in self disci- 
pline and organizing tasks and his 
time. After Avila, Feagans received 
his law degree from the University of 
Missouri at Kansas City (UMKC), 
graduating in 1998. 

Feagans works at one of Kansas 
City’s largest corporate law firms, 
Stinson Morrison Hecker, LLP. 

Joining the firm in 2002, he practices 
in the areas of public finance, sports 
law and general corporate law. He is 
a member of the firm’s Sports Law 
Group, in which he represents profes- 
sional athletes, college coaches and 
counsels in a variety of sports-related 
areas. Some of the many coaches he 
represents are Quinn Snyder, Roy 
Williams, and Matt Daugherty. 




.... 

• ' ■ . 



K. Baum 

Derek Feagans and 
President Tom Gordon. 

With the success he has in his pro- 
fessional life, Feagans has decided to 
give back to the community. At Avila 
especially, he is a member of numer- 
ous alumni groups, including Vice- 
President of the Alumni Board, Board 
of Counselors, Steer Dinner 
Committee, and the Athletic Alumni 
League. 

“We would never know that he 
volunteers for five other organiza- 
tions. He always makes time for us.” 
Aernie said. 

Outside ol Avila he is a volunteer 
at the Kansas Wildscape Foundation, 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
and Will to Succeed Foundation. He 
is on the Professor Robert Downs’ 
Scholarship Committee at UMKC, 
which raises money for scholarships 
for law students. 

“He contributes his time and tal- 
ents to Avila. 1 am very excited for 
him for being awarded with this 
honor, ’ Lisa Swartz, donor relations 
coordinator, said. 

“I am very excited and surprised. I 
am just giving back what they gave 
me. I do not feel as though I deserve 
it,” Feagans said. 

“Derek is an asset not only to Avila 
but to the Greater Kansas City area. 
His commitment to both is extensive 
and he is always willing to go the 
extra mile to make a difference,” 

Carol Jean DeFeo, president of the 
alumni board, said. 

There were many other alumni up 
for the Outstanding Alumnus Award; 
he won hands down, according to 
Aernie. 

“I would give it to him again next 
year if I could,” Aernie said. 



The cost of being 
scared rises 



Angie Alford 



Staff Writer 

T he cost for a single ticket to 
The Edge of Hell haunted 
house... $17. The cost for a 
single ticket to The Beast haunted 
house... $17. The cost for a combo 
ticket to both haunted houses... $30. 
The cost of feeling like your heart 
will jump out of your chest... price- 
j less! 

Some Avila University students 
claim that the price of haunted houses 
is too high, but they would spend the 
money for the excitement and adrena- 
line rush to go through them. 

Freshman Kristy Williams went to 
The Edge of Hell last year and said 
that it was expensive but really fun. 

The entertainment that The Edge of 
Hell and The Beast provide includes 
loud bangs, sudden movements, and 
45 live performers lingering in every 
room. The props and production of 
these haunted houses contribute to 
the feelings of anxiety and fright that 
one may experience in their worst 
nightmare. 

"I go to haunted houses for the 
adventure and thrill of being scared,” 
senior Nick Zicarelli said. 

According to Monty Summers, 
president of Full Moon Productions, 
it is very expensive to open The Edge 
of Hell and The Beast for the season. 
He would not comment on the price 
of tickets to go through the houses. 

“You can find the cost of tickets by 
looking them up on the website,” 
Summers said. He claimed that 75 
percent ol business is from repeat 
customers. 

Freshman Allison Canton went 
with her boyfriend to The Edge of 
Hell last year and said she would go 
again. 

“It is always fun to go with a guy 



that you can hold on to,” Canton said. 

It may seem like a great place to 
take a date for some people, but for 
others it wasn’t exactly all thrills. 

Senior Marty Mothersbaugh took 
his date to The Edge of Hell and The 
Beast last year and said that it was 
not worth the $30 that he spent for 
the combo ticket. 

Although the live performers are 
there to scare people, they are not 
allowed to touch them as they go 
through the house. The performers 
are just one factor that plays a role in 
the petrifying scenery of the houses. 

1 he terror takes place in old rundown 
buildings in downtown Kansas City 
that have been converted into haunted 
houses. Each one has something 
unique to offer to brave people who 
dare to enter them. 

The Edge ot Hell was founded in 
1975 and is Kansas City’s oldest 
haunted house. It lends a quarter-mile 
walk through a dreadful scene of 
early America before racing down a 
three-story spiral slide to face the 
Devil. The Beast haunted house con- 
sists of a foggy forest filled with 
werewolves, castles, and knights. 

Both of these haunted houses bring 
forth the common fears that people 
share in any era. 

"You will not find haunted houses 
like The Edge of Hell and The Beast 
anywhere in the world,” Summers 
said. “Kansas City is the haunted 
house capital of the world.” 

The price of a ticket to haunted 
houses may be expensive to some 
people and for others it may just be a 
small price to pay to test their 
courage; for anybody who likes the 
thrill of suffocating fright and being 
able to face all fears. ..priceless! 




m 



The cost of haunted houses rises every September. 
Yet, students keep going back for more thrills. 
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Top 10 

Billboard Albums 









mcKVL,a.\ch 



Ludacris 

Chicken “N Beer 



Outkast 

Speakerboxxx/The Love Below 



Elvis Presley 
2nd To None 



Dido 

Life For Rent 



Dave Matthews 
Some Devil 



Sting 

Sacred Love 



Bad Boy’s Da Band 
Too Hot For TV 



R. Kelly 

The R in R & B 

Collection Volume 1 



Hilary Duff 
Metamorphasis 



Nickleback 
The Long Road 



Exclusive Student Specials 







1 Month 
Unlimited 
on the 
Celsius 32 
Only $25 

Some Restrictions Apply 



1 Month 
Unlimited 
on the 
Celsius 52 
Only $45 

Some Restrictions Apply 



(l£l^TAH*ey® 



Leawood Location 
121st & State Line 
913-€96-1144 

www.CelsiusTan.com 




Campus Ministry 



Fun, Fellowship, and Prayer 






Community Night 
every Tuesday at 7P.M. 






All of the Avila Community is invited 
tojoin in prayer, discussions, trips and 
many other fun activities: 



• Community discussions 

• Bowling 

• Kick ball 

• Mini golf 

• Volleyball 

• Cookout 

• Service projects 

• More 
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For details or more information 
Contact Campus Ministry 
501-2423 

or contact any oi the following team members 



CaiiipiiK 

Ministry 



Hri Anna Amcy 
Catherine Boluiert 
Liz Bohnert 
Jessica Collins 
Ashley Poore 



Andy Jewett 

Allison Pinkerton 

Amy Fuqua 

Kira Stockreet 

Dave Armstrong (Director) 



Monday Night 
Burger Madness!! 
12.00 off 



Tuesday Night 
89 Cent Tacos!! 



Wednesday 

Micro and Import Night!! 



414 West 103rd Street 
(103rd and Wornall) 
941-2286 
1 lam - 3am 
7 days a week! 




HAPPY HOUR 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 
4pm to 7pm 
2-4-1 Drinks 



Saturday Night 
10pm to lam 
$1.00 Selected Draws 



BAR ft 
GRILL® 



Thursday Night 
Domestic Beer Specials!! 



Friday 

10pm to lam 
$1.50 Selected Bottles 
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Movie review: 
Kill Bill Vol. 1 ★★★★ 



Jeremy Cox 

Staff Writer 




www.imbd.com 

The Bride (Uma Thurman) battles armies of 
sword-carrying gang members out to destroy her. 



In Quentin Tarantino’s newest 
release, a group of deadly assassins 
gives Uma Thurman one mission... to 
kill Bill! 

The fourth film by controversial 
filmmaker Quentin Tarantino tells the 
story of The Bride (Thurman) and her 
quest to lake out a group known as 
me Deadly Viper Assassination 
Squad. This is the same group that 
made a massacre of The Bride’s wed- 
Mng party, killing everyone and leav- 
ing her for dead. 

After waking from a four-year 
coma, The Bride (Codenanre Black 
Mamba), sets out for revenge and 
intends to kill anyone that gets in her 
way. 

Shot in similar fashion as his previ- 
ous films, Tarantino stays true to his 
exploitation roots and makes a truly 
great film. 

An ensemble cast that includes 
Tarantino film veterans Uma 
Thurman ( Pulp Fiction ) and Michael 
Madsen ( Reservoir Dogs) meshes 



well with Lucy Liu ( Charlie 's 
Angels), Vivica A. Fox ( Independence 
Day), Darryl Hannah ( Steel 



Magnolias) and David Carradine 
( Kung Fu). 

Originally intended as one film, 



Kill Bill went $150 million over 
budget. Unwilling to cut the film any 
more, Tarantino decided to split the 
film into two parts, Volume I is in 
theaters now and Volume 2 coming 
out in February. 

Volume I addresses the act, which 
sends The Bride on her mission and 
the first two names on her list. 

O-Ren Ishi (Liu) and Vernita Green 
(Fox). Although Carradine, Madsen 
and Hannah make appearances, their 
plots will be revealed in Volume 2. 
With fight choreography that is as 
beautiful and flawless as that of 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon and 
mixed with enough blood and gore to 
give any horror film a run for its 
money, Kill Bill is the first quality 
flick that has been released in some 
time. With a cliffhanger that pushes 
one to the edge of the seat, Kill Bill 
Volume 1 is one not to be missed. 
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Welcome to the monthly install- 
ment of Matt and Jamie’s Video 
Game Bonanza. Each issue, we will 
review the hottest games on the mar- 
ket. This month we will be taking on 
Madden NFL 2004 and ESPN NFL 
Football 2004. We will break down 
the games into four categories: Game 
play, Graphics, Extras, and Fun 
Factor. Here we go: 

Game Plav: 

Matt: Let’s face it, the Madden 
series moves way too fast. The play- 
ers move around too quickly, which 
causes the game to look like a car- 
toon. ESPN Football moves at just 
the right pace, allowing the user to 
get a good look at the field and sur- 
roundings. The players handle better 
in ESPN Football and the hits look 
more believable. ESPN Football also 
introduces the revolutionary first per- 
son game play feature. This allows 
the gamer to see the action from 
inside the selected player’s helmet, 
giving him or her a never before seen 
vantage point. 



Jamie: Matt, once again your narrow- 
minded viewpoints reveal what an 
uninformed gamer you really are. The 
increased pace of Madden makes you 
focus harder on the task at hand. As 
far as tackling goes, it is nearly 
impossible to bring down a man on 
ESPN Football. You have to gang 
tackle ball handlers in order to drag 
them down. While the first person 
game play feature is innovative, it is 
far from flawless. It gives you a lim- 
ited view of the field and the transi- 
tion when switching from one player 
to another leaves you confused and 
wondering where you are on the 
playing field. I won’t even mention 
how choppy the game seems between 
and during plays. 

Graphics: 

Jamie: It’s no secret that the graph- 
ics in Madden have been leading the 
league for years now. Once again the 
team at EA Sports has put together a 
near flawless looking game. Player 
models look identical to their real life 
counterparts, right down to the 
expressions on their faces. The graph- 



ics in Madden are far more realistic 
than those in ESPN Football. 

Matt: 1 can’t believe you got out 
that whole spiel with a straight face. 
The characters in Madden remind me 
of Tecmo Super Bowl in comparison 
to ESPN Football. You will find no 
jagged edges or blocky looking char- 
acters in ESPN Football as you will 
in its lesser counterpart. If you don’t 
get out much and want to see what 
real people look like, pick up a copy 
of ESPN Football. 

Extras: 

Jamie: Madden offers a laundry 
list of bonus features that can keep 
you from even getting to an actual 
football game. Mini-camp, two 
minute drills, and Football 101 are 
just a few of the extras in the game, 
not to mention the owner mode, 
which allows you to take 100 percent 
control over the team and stadium, 
including setting the concession 
prices. 

Matt: I got nothing here. ESPN 
Football is a little thin when it comes 



to extra features. Sort of like this part 
of the article. 

Fun Factor : 

Matt: ESPN Football’s in-game 
production adds to the realism of the 
game. From the pre-game breakdown 
by Chris Berman to the Halftime 
Show, ESPN Football knows how to 
keep the gamer entertained during the 
big game. The game also features a 
replay system that is far superior to 
Madden ’s. It really shows you how 
the play developed. 

Jamie: Chris Berman... that’s the 
guy still on basic cable, correct? 
Madden features two broadcasting 
legends in A1 Michaels and John 
Madden, who add in-depth and 
insightful commentary to the game. 
Adding to Madden ’s appeal is the use 
of licensed music by such stars as 
Bubba Sparxxx, Outkast, and Blink- 
1 82. Sorry to break it to ya Matt, but 
Madden will not be dethroned as the 
top football game on the market. 

Matt: Did you really just call 
Bubba Sparxxx a star? 
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Upcoming music and movies 



Matt Schmidt 
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The Polyphonic Spree Nov. 12 and 
13. Liberty Hall Lawrence, Kan. ‘ 



Scary Movie 3 Oct. 24 



The Matrix Revolutions Nov. 5 



The Strokes Room on Fire Oct. 28 



The Wayans brothers struck gold 
when they decided to try their hand at 
spoofing scary movies of the past and 
present. The third installment of this 
franchise promises more of the 
same... laugh out loud humor mixed 
with gross out humor. Queen Latifah, 
Charlie Sheen, Pamela Anderson, and 
Leslie Nielsen are among the stars. 



This is the big one. Following the 
massive success of the first two in the 
series, The Matrix Revolutions is sure 
to pack the theaters. With a tagline of 
“Everything that has a beginning has 
an end,” expect all questions about 
the matrix and its inhabitants to be 
answered in this movie. 



Everybody in the music world won- 
dered how The Strokes would follow 
their head turning debut, Is This It. 
Well, the wait is about to end. People 
in the know are saying that this is a 
better and more polished record than 
Is This It. Room on Fire will no doubt 
make or break this young New York 
band. 



Any band that has 23 members that 
dress in all white robes has to be seen 
to be appreciated. Combining just 
about every musical element there is, 
The Polyphonic Spree is a treat for 
the ears and eyes. Any fans of The 
Flaming Lips will definitely enjoy 
The Polyphonic Spree. 
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The Mars Volta jam their way through Lawrence 

★★★ 



handstands on the drum kit and key- 
boards at random. The band jammed 
this song out for 10 minutes, which 
isn’t too bad (it’s about seven on the 
record), but it would turn out that it 
would be the second shortest song of 
the night. 

If the band had played the songs as 
they are on the record, it would have 
been an amazing show. However, 
they decided to jam for as long as 
they felt necessary. “Cicatriz,” which 
is 12 minutes long on the record, was 
extended to 26 minutes at the show. 

It got to the point that 1 couldn’t 
remember what song they had started 
in the first place. It got even worse 
on “Take the veil Cerpin Taxt,” which 
included the dreaded five-minute bass 
solo. That song also clocked in at 
just over 23 minutes. 

1 suppose it's no coincidence that 
the best song of the evening also hap- 
pened to be the shortest song as well. 
They blew the crowd away with 
“Televators,” the softest song on the 
album. 1 didn’t think Zavala would be 
able to sing so gently, especially after 
screaming his head off for an hour, 
but he pulled it off wonderfully. The 
song made for a nice break amidst all 
the chaos of their show. 

The Mars Volta is an incredible live 
band. They are all gifted musicians 
and can really work the stage. As 
soon as they can learn to rein in some 
of the songs, I can give them the full 
five stars. 



Matt Schmidt 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 



Many terms have been used in try- 
ing to describe The Mars Volta. Free- 
jazz, psychedelic, avant-garde, and 
punk are just of few of those terms. 
After seeing The Mars Volta live, I 
can now add jam band to the list of 
adjectives. 

The Mars Volta is touring in sup- 
port of “Deloused In The 
Comatorium,” their first full-length 
album. The record is packed with 
constantly changing time signatures 
and long, ambient passages accented 
by bursts of sonic rage. Hailed by 
many critics as one of the best 
albums of the year, the buzz sur- 
rounding the band led to its sold out 
show at the Granada in Lawrence, 
Kan. 

Opening the set with “Roulette 
Dares (The Haunt Of),” it is obvious 
that the band has amazing stage pres- 
ence and energy. Singer Cedric Bixler 
Zavala and guitarist Omar Rodriguez 
Lopez bounce around the stage like 
kids in a toy store. Zavala flails 
around like a man possessed and does 



www. themarsvolta. com 

Singer Cedric Bixler Zavala at 
the mic during one of the band’s high 
energy live shows. 



www. themarsvolta. com 

Guitarist Omar Rodriguez Lopez 
tears through one of the band’s 
songs on stage. 
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Letter to the editor 



As a new Avila student and a practicing, faithful (to the Magisterium, Rome, and Tradition) Roman Catholic, I 
have been apnalled at some things I have found at the library on campus. The most objectionable and yes, sicken- 
ing, was that t^e library carries the magazine “CONSCIENCE,” published by the non-Catholic group, "Catholics 
For A Free ChoiNc", condemned many times by local ordinaries (bishops) and of course, Rome itself, foijjjjji^fle 
Catholic name to spread heresy, dissent and their evil, pro-death, pro-abortion and pro-contraceptiojy^Sage. Their 
name is an oxymoroiNfever there was one! They are against what the Bible, Jesus and thtyji^flani Catholic Church 
have taught collectivelyNm- 2,000 years. 1 was so disgusted by that magazine's presenpeflcouldn't even look to see 
what other heretical and am^Calholic materials (books, periodicals, etc.) migh^reavailable there. I can voice no 
objection against protestant onother non-Catholic materials there, for theyaftf'what they say they are and don’t pre- 
tend to contain official Church touchings, but 1 must complain againsUMfvtng propaganda from a group who claims 
to be Catholic when they are not. ^ila says it values its "Catholip^entity" and heritage, but the library (and some 
of the curriculum offered, as judged Dv their catalog listings^e: Intro to Theology, which apparently has a prob- 
lem with the fact that: “Christian TheolScy has been systematized by celibate ordained males from Europe,”) are 
not in keeping with those ideals, nor thoseS^mresse^y Pope John Paul II. 

In his inaugural speech, President Thomas Cordon stated that: “Avila is proud to be a Catholic college. I believe 
that the purpose of a Catholic education is ta<idfus^he intellectual life with the spiritual. This is especially true here 
- where the spirituality of the Sisters cqudnues to be<^trong presence in the lives of all of us at Avila. In addition 
to receiving an excellent education arid developing a sensfc^if service, our students will explore and grow spiritual- 
ly.” This is precisely why I cho^^vila University: its Romah^atholic heritage and identity. I also realize that as 
an institution of higher learning, a free exchange of ideas are usu^y welcome; however, there are things that are 
not open to debate in thp^hurch, including abortion, contraception, phirestly celibacy and marriage, sexuality, and 
women's ordinatiopf^^acred scripture, sacred tradition, popes, and councHtthroughout the centuries have repeat- 
edly affirme^dsT I know that the majority of Avila’s current student populaWk is not Catholic, and that’s fine. It 
is my cm^n Catholic charity, however, to point out when things are being tasght or promoted under the name 
“Catholic” that in fact are not true Catholic teachings and can mislead people (especially young, impressionable 
minds, Catholic and non-Catholic alike) to believe that they are getting an authentic representation of Catholicism, 
when they are not. It’s fine to stress Catholic teachings on justice and peace, so why not true Catholic morality and 
theology? I have enjoyed my other experiences at Avila so far, (the faculty, staff and other students -Catholic and 
non- have all been outstanding), and I look forward to earning my quality, Catholic degree. 
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The Talon congratulates Goppert Theatre for 30 years of success. Goppert 
celebrates this anniversary with an exciting line-up of shows: 

“The Rover,” “Proof,” and “Guys and Dolls.” 
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Is there a topic that matters to you? Do you have a question you want answered or a comment about 
something happening at Avila? We want to know! E-mail the Opinions Editor at Talon@mail.avila.edu. 









